
Finally don’t forget to keep an occasional look at items for sale on 
our website. A few items have been added in the last few months but 
you will need to ‘refresh’ your screen to see the latest.

NEWS AND VIEWS.................................................
What a dreadful winter; hope none of you suffered in any of the bad 

weather around the world and particularly the flooding here in the UK. 
Hopefully this has reached you before the MG Show at Stoneleigh on 
March 2nd. Bill and I plan to be near or in front of the MG Octagon Car 
Club stand at 12 midday for half hour or so – do come and say hello if 
you’re attending.

Left off the last two Dispatches was news that a D attended last year’s 
major Triple M Register meeting in Wales. This was Mike Jakeman’s D0427 
which had another trouble free run pictured here on the event with a 
suitable period backdrop.

April 27th marks ‘Drive it Day’ at least here in the UK. This is an 
opportunity to drive your historic vehicle and demonstrate the size of 
the movement and its importance to Britain’s economy. Whether you are 
going on an organised run or just on your own down to the pub! – send us 
your pictures!  

Looking further ahead the dates for MG Silverstone have been 
confirmed for 21st/22nd June. Better Register parking has been promised 
and I plan to be there in the D Type. Let’s try and have a record turnout!

 

thE prop ShAft...................................................
As you are no doubt aware the original prop shaft couplings are fairly 

unreliable in their old age! No spares are available (?) and any breakdown 
can be fairly catastrophic. In the last few months I’ve been asked a couple 
of times about prop shaft replacements.

Quite a few firms will make up a prop shaft with ‘modern’ universal 
joints and adaptor plates are available to change the 6 hole original flanges 
on both the gear box and the differential ends into 4 hole universal joint 
couplings.

These pictures show my own installation (with a J2 gearbox installed) 
and these adaptor plates and the prop shaft alteration came from Sports 
and Vintage quite a few years ago now.  Obviously they are not visible 
when the prop shaft cover is in place and do offer peace of mind!
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BItS AND pIEcES...................................................
Unfortunately if you apply to the usual sources for the rubber 

moulding that runs in the groove at the bottom of the windscreen frame 
(and seals the screen to the scuttle) you will often be sent that for T Types 
which is twice the depth needed. A good supplier of the correct format is 
C O H Baines Ltd of Tunbridge Wells (www.coh-baines.co.uk) and the part 
number is IRS 0679EP. You will need a metre at £3.86 plus vat per metre. 
They have a minimum postal charge so you may wish to add other items; a 
useful one being the windscreen glazing strip which is 1mm thick by 38mm 
wide and comes in a 5 metre roll at £5.20 plus vat. Have a look at their 
comprehensive online catalogue.

Whilst on the subject of windscreens is any one in need of a ready cut 
laminated glass ready to fit in the frame? Contact me if you are interested.

There is a strong chance that 
a small batch of the sidelight/
headlamp switch will be made 
exactly as original. These are like 
hens teeth to obtain so this news is 
very welcome – let me know if you 
are interested – no commitment 
but may influence the number 
made.

When I restored my D in the 
early nineties I could not find 
any information on the rear side 
curtains and ended up making a pair of side screens using a frame that 
matched the original fronts. Thanks to Brian Oxley in Australia I attach 
some pictures of his side curtains for his F1 (same body tub as the D)

As you can see they 
attach by press studs to 
the hood at the top and 
back, and to the inner body 
panel on the inside. They 
incorporate a ‘lip’ to sit over 
the top of the body tub. 
If anyone would like any 
further information or 
details I can put you in 
touch with Brian who 
has kindly offered to 
help. 


